There will be no Red Bank
| Catholic-Mater Dei football game
" in 2009. :

But there will be a matchup
between Toms River North and
Middlesex County power Piscata-
way.

| The Shore Conference and
Greater Middlesex Conference
have agreed to institute a crosso-
ver football schedule as a one-
year pilot program beginning in
the fall, Shore Conference presi-

| dent Kim DeGraw-Cole said
Tuesday.

“I think it’s the right thing for
the GMC and the right thing for
the Shore Conference,” said De-
Graw-Cole, who is also the
Southern Regional athletic direc-
tor.

DeGraw-Cole said the Greater
Middlesex Conference athletic
directors approved the program
at a meeting Tuesday. The Shore
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said.

The program attempts to
match schools of similar NJSIAA
group size from the two confer-
ences against each other. It also
takes geography into considera-
tion.

The 26 Monmouth County
schools in the 43-member Shore
Conference will have at least one
crossover game against a GMC
opponent. In many cases, Mon-
mouth County schools will have
two crossover games against
GMC schools, and in some cases,
such as Howell, Monmouth and
Holmdel, three crossover games.

Many of the 17 Ocean County
schools in the Shore Conference
will not have crossover games.
Instead, those schools’ out of di-
vision games will be against
Shore Conference schools of sim-
ilar group size. The Shore Con-
ference divisional alignment will
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tried to take a look at the com-
petitive aspect with this,” De-
Graw-Cole said. “If there was a
chance to match a struggling
Group IV from the Shore against
a struggling Group IV from the
GMC, we tried to do that. Some
teams’ schedules will be stronger
than others.”

Mater Dei, which has lost 21
straight games since a win over
Red Bank in a 2006 NJSIAA con-
solation game, will have crosso-
ver games against Group I Du-
nellen, which was 2-8_ last year
and Non-Public Group II school
Cardinal McCarrick, which was
2-8 last year. .

The' Seraphs, nondivisional
games last vear were against
Group I Raritan, which in re-
cent years has been one of the
Shore's better programs, and
Red Bank Catholic, which fin-
ished the season ranked No. 1 in
the Asbury Park Press Top 10.

scheduling program the Shore
Conference has used since the
mid 1990’s, drew some criticism
because it was an obvious mis-
match. DeGraw-Cole even said
last fall the Shore Conference
should have caught it before it
became reality. -

“I think this does a better job
of serving our Group I schools.
They had nowhere to go,” De-
Graw-Cole said. “I think it is
much more appropriate for
Mater Dei to be playing Dunellen
and Cardinal McCarrick than
RBC.”

The Toms River North-Piscata-
way matchup is the highlight
Crossover game.

Toms River North won the
NJSIAA South Jersey Group IV
championship two seasons ago
and has won five sectional titles.

Piscataway, coached by Dan

title last season and has won six
sectional championships.

Other interesting crossover
games have Brick Memorial
against Sayreville in a rematch
of last season’s Central Jersey
Group IV championship, won by
Brick Memorial, 24-0 and Middle-
town South against New Bruns-
wick in a rematch of last sea-
son’s Central Jersey Group III
first-round game, won by Middle-
town South, 14-7.

DeGraw-Cole said the GMC
has put in a request for changes
the Shore Conference will evalu-
ate. She said the schedule and
sites for the games will be final-
ized in the coming weeks.

The crossover schedule has
also resulted in a change to the
nondivisional matchups between
Shore Conference schools.
Thanksgiving Day games will re-
main the same.



